English Department Independent Study Policy
Independent studies are opportunities for focused, intensive, one-on-one projects, which are normally 3 credit hours.  The following is the policy for independent studies in the English department.
Guidelines for independent studies

1) The student must be currently enrolled, and normally an English major.
2) The independent study should not duplicate a course offered by the department.

3) Students may only take one independent study as part of their 30 credit hours toward the English degree.
4) Since faculty members are not compensated for directing independent studies, and take them on in addition to their regular teaching load, normally only tenured or tenure-track faculty should direct them.  In special cases, a full-time lecturer may petition the chair with a proposal to direct an independent study.
5) Faculty members normally should not direct any more than one independent study per semester or more than five in a three-year period.
6) The independent study should require students to complete substantial reading and writing assignments and to work extensively on their own in preparing to meet with the faculty director and in completing those assignments.  Reading assignments should include primary and secondary sources.  

7) The independent study should involve regular meetings between the faculty director and the student, from once a week to once every other week, based on the schedule that the two develop.  

8) The independent study should generate roughly 20-30 pages of written work or the equivalent amount of other types of work.
Procedure for enrolling in an independent study

1) A student wishing to take an independent study should first meet with a faculty member qualified to direct the project and obtain that faculty member’s provisional agreement to direct it.  

2) The student must then develop a written proposal for the independent study that the faculty member approves.  The proposal must consist of the cover sheet below along with attachments that provide a description of the independent study; an outline of the work proposed, including deadlines; a reading list; and an explanation of why this project is better suited for an independent study than a regular class.
3) The faculty member must deliver the proposal to the Chair of the department by at least the tenth week of the semester before the project will commence.  For an independent study taken in the fall, the proposal must reach the Chair by the tenth week of the preceding spring semester; for an independent study taken in the spring, the proposal must reach the Chair by the tenth week of the preceding fall semester.  The Chair makes the final decision about whether the independent study goes forward.
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English Department

Independent Study Proposal Cover Sheet
Student’s name 

______________________________

Faculty director’s name 
______________________________

Date 



______________________________

Indicate the semester the independent study will be conducted: 

___ Fall  
 ___ Spring
_____ Year

Please attach the following:

1. A brief course description of the independent study (25-50 words).
2. A detailed outline of the proposed assignments, meetings, and deadlines.

3. A list of scholarly readings, including primary and secondary sources.

4. An explanation (in a paragraph or two) of why this project is better suited for an independent study than a regular class.

For the department Chair:

___ Approved

___ Not approved

Date 




________________________

Department Chair 
 

________________________

